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Preface 
 

 

 This piece is intended to be performed by four singers, ideally covering the following vocal 

range.  

 
 

 However, if the vocal range above does not match with the range of the performers, the 

piece is also performable by moving the voice parts up or down an octave.  

 

 

 Inspired by Mansell’s poem Hard Choices, this piece is based on a homophony where the 

accompanying three parts can arbitrarily choose what pitch to sing. The result should sound different 

every time, as a different harmony would be created each time beneath the same melody. However, 

if singers find difficulty in pitching their choices, it is recommended that they use a pencil and circle 

their chosen notes, and practice their line beforehand, rather than making choices in real time.  

 

  

 

 
 

 
Duration: ca. 3’00” 
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Hard Choices 
By Jojoba Mansell 

 
A path is laid out ahead,  

It forks before your feet. 

A decision filled with dread,  

Uncertain of what you’ll meet.    

 

A game full of chance,  

Of many hidden pit falls. 

To find true romance,  

Dare you risk losing all? 

 

Choices never easy to make,  

Fog seems to cloud your way. 

You fear making a mistake,  

Of gambling and losing the day. 

 

But life is full of Hard Choices,  

And risk is part of the game. 

Be brave, ignore doubting voices,  

Make the choice, life won’t be the same 
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